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Happy prince: Oscar Wilde
In the city, on a tall column, stood the statue of the Happy Prince. He was
covered with gold and his eyes were made of jewels.
Everybody said:"He is very beautiful“.
One night a little Swallow flew over the city.
Then he saw the statue on the tall column.
"I will sleep there," he cried. "
"I have a golden bedroom," he said. And suddenly a large drop of water fell on
him. "How is it possible?" he cried. "There are no clouds in the sky. Then
another drop fell. What did he see?
The eyes of the Happy Prince were filled with tears, and tears were running
down.
"Who are you?" he said.
"I am the Happy Prince."
"Why are you crying then?" asked the Swallow.
"When I was alive and had a human heart," answered the statue, "I did not know
what tears were, because I lived in the Palace. I played with my friends in the
garden, and in the evening I danced. There was a high wall around the garden
but I never asked what was behind it. Everything around me was so beautiful.
Everybody called me the Happy Prince. And I was really happy. So I lived, and
so I died. And now I can see all the misery of my city. My heart is made of
metal but I can't help crying."
"Far away," said happy prince in a little street there is a poor house. One of the
windows is open, I can see a woman at a table. Her son is very ill.
Swallow, can you bring her the jewel out of my armour?
So the Swallow flew away.

Swallow, "will you not stay with me one night longer?" I have got a lot of gold
and jewel for poor people. So the swallow helped poor people.
And happy prince became blind and ugly.
Then the snow came, and after the snow came the frost.
The poor little Swallow died.
At that moment the metal heart inside of the statue broke into two pieces.
The next morning the Mayor looked at the statue and cried: "Look at the Happy
Prince, how ugly he is!
So they pulled down the statue of the Happy Prince. "Because he is not
beautiful, he is not useful.“
And said: "We must have another statue, „"Of myself," said .
And one day a God said to one his Angels: "Bring me the two most precious
things in the city," and the Angel brought him the broken heart and the dead
bird.
"You have chosen correctly," said God, "because in my garden of Paradise
this little bird shall sing for evermore, and in my city of gold the Happy
Prince shall praise me."

The work with the text

1. Translate words with the boldface ?

2. Read and translate the text.

3. Answer the questions:
What is the name of the statue?
Who would like to oversleep on the column?
Why did Happy prince cry?

4. The swallow helped…..
a) poor people
b) rich people

5. Happy prince became…
a) ugly and poor
b) blind and happy

6. The eyes of Happy prince were filled with…
a) tears
b) water

Key

1. Answer the questions:
What is the name of the statue? Happy prince
Who would like to oversleep on the column? Swalow
Why did Happy prince cry? He can see all the misery of his city.

2. The swallow helped…..
a) poor people
b) rich people

5. Happy prince became…
a) ugly and blind
b) blind but happy

6. The eyes of Happy prince were filled with…
a) tears
b) water

